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Leonard Weiss conducted Musica da Camera string orchestra for our first concert 
series in 2012.  It was the orchestra’s first opportunity, and our great pleasure, to work 
with Leonard in that time.    
 
Over the months leading up to our concerts, Leonard showed a great deal of 
enthusiasm in compiling a suitable repertoire for the orchestra, and working 
progressively with us towards our performances.  The orchestra was very impressed 
with the initiative Leonard took in consulting other musicians and staff at the School 
of Music to put together a programme for us that was varied, appropriate for strings 
and, importantly, achievable.  From my conversations with the orchestra, this was one 
of the most rewarding programmes we have performed for quite some time.   
 
Leonard showed genuine commitment to working with us, attending all scheduled 
rehearsals and even making himself available to perform with the orchestra at 
performances outside our regular concert series.  The orchestra was very impressed 
with Leonard’s strong work ethic in rehearsals, and in particular the effort he put into 
arranging parts, sourcing music and recording rehearsals so that he could provide 
targeted feedback to the orchestra by email.  We appreciated Leonard’s close 
understanding of the music we played, and if we have the chance to work together 
again, would encourage him to provide constructive feedback even more regularly, 
drawing on his musical knowledge.       
 
In terms of conducting style, Leonard consistently gave clear, appropriate cues and 
conveyed instructions and advice to the orchestra very effectively.  He had an 
excellent understanding of the music we performed and demonstrated very sound time 
management skills, structuring rehearsal time evenly to ensure enough practice time 
for all pieces in our repertoire.  On a further point, Leonard shared conducting duties 
in our concerts with Vince Edwards, and the orchestra was extremely impressed at the 
ease with which Leonard handled the co-conducting arrangement and the way he was 
able to work productively with Vince, even though Vince was only able to attend a 
limited number of rehearsals.          
 
Personally, I have found it a great pleasure to work with Leonard – his work ethic has 
been outstanding, his conducting technique excellent, and his ability to ‘read’ the 
orchestra and understand how the group works showed a level of maturity and 
professionalism at least on par with other (professional) conductors we have worked 
with in the past.  The orchestra wishes him the best with his studies, and hopes to 
continue our working relationship with him well into the future.    
 
I would be happy to be contacted to provide any further comments on Leonard’s work 
with us, or to expand on any of the comments set out above.       
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